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*Please note that this glossary is a small part of the vocabulary that is still
developing within the discourses of Posthumanism and New Materialism.
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Animism -
An anthropological construct used to define worldviews in which non-human entities
possess spiritual essence.
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Animism -
In Anselm Franke’s (2010) research, animism is situated to re-vision modernity;
Animism not as a matter of belief but a boundary-making practice.
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Anthropocene —
The current geological age. The period during which human activity has been the
dominant influence on climate and the environment.
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Becoming —

Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari’s concept of an ahistorical path towards
something new and unfamiliar. A generative way of being that consists of fluid
confluences rather than resemblances (Claire Colebrook, The Deleuze Dictionary
2013).
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Capitalocene -
The ‘Age of Capital’ is precisely not the geological era, but the conditions shaped
by human capitalist organisation.
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Confucius -
(5651 BC — 479 BC) A Chinese teacher, editor, politician and philosopher.
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Confucianism -
A moral, ethical and metaphysical Chinese philosophy.
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Neo-Confucianism -

Originated by Han Yu and Li Ao (772-841) during the Tang Dynasty, and later
becoming prominent during the Song and Ming dynasty, Neo-Confucianism is a
more rationalist and secular form of Confucianism, rejecting superstitious and
mystical elements of Taoism and Buddhism whilst still being influenced by aspects
of them.
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Dualism/Cartesian dualism —

A philosophical theory or system which divides reality into two domains, especially
those of matter and mind. Dualisms can be opposed by, for example, exploring
monistic perspectives, or continuums (such as culture-nature).
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Ecosophy —
A philosophical approach to the environment which emphasises the importance of
action and individual beliefs.
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Enlightenment —

A philosophical movement of the 18th century, characterised by belief in the power
of human reason and by innovations in political, religious, and educational doctrine.
Think of, for example, scientific revolution, secularism.
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Epistemology —
Theory of knowledge, particularly with regard to its methods, validity, and scope,
and the distinction between justified belief and opinion.
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Intersubjectivity —

Psychological relations between people, emphasising shared cognition as essential
to the shaping of interhuman relations. Within New Materialism, and Posthuman,
however, intersubjectivity is understood to operate beyond human interrelations —
extending to the non-human.
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Intra-action —

A concept from Karen Barad (building on Niels Bohr). Agential realism in which
relations are effects or ‘intra-actions’ (the cutting together/apart of difference) within
phenomena. As such, intra-actions are observation dependent, and continuously
Becoming.
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New Materialism —

Emerging thought in several fields of inquiry, including philosophy, cultural theory,
feminism, science studies and the visual arts, which offers an alternative
perspective on materiality, signification, and on knowledge production as practice.
It was developed in response to the linguistic turn. The term was coined by Manuel
Delanda and Rosi Braidotti in the second half of the 1990s.
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Nomadic —

Deleuze and Guattari’s (1987) concept for the dehierarchisation and
deterritorialisation of power relationships in, for example, science, knowledge
production or socio-political contexts.
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Nomadic art —
Any art practice that traverses and opposes borders and hierarchies between
territories or domains (real or virtual).
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Nomadic subjectivity —

Subjectivity in flux Rosi Braidotti (2011). In the context of economic and cultural
globalization, for example, it reflects multiple forms of mobility that operate outside
the concept of nation-states, identity politics and essentialist ideologies.
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Nonhuman -
Does not refer solely to, for example, other animals with human-like characteristics
(such as primates), but to all things, objects and entities that are not human.
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Non-linear time —
A non-chronological or cyclical intertwining relation between past, present, and
future (and future-past).
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Ontology -

Brach of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being.

Set of concepts and categories by subject area or domain organised by properties
or the relations between them.
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Posthuman —

The state of being beyond human. Posthuman discourse seeks to reconceive the
notion of the human and anthropocentric subject: the human is no longer superior to
the non-human, but one being among others (Rosi Braidotti 2013).
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Prehension -
A concept from Alfred North Whitehead, who holds that perception is not limited to
self-conscious beings, and does not happen solely in the conscious mind. The term



is meant to indicate a kind of perception that can be conscious or unconscious,
applying to people as well as electrons. The perceiver actually incorporates
aspects of the perceived thing into itself. As such, rather than being independent,
entities are constituted by their perceptions and relations.
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Temporality —
Having a relation to time, both in human and non- human perception.
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Transhuman -
The human as evolved beyond its physical and mental limitations, especially by
means of science and technology.
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Transversality —

An important concept in New Materialism: 1) as a thinking practice it has been
developed by many theorists in different spatial-temporal and disciplinary
backgrounds and 2) it “cuts across or intersects dual oppositions in an immanent
way” (Dolphijn, V/d Tuin 2012:22). This means that the type of affirmative relations of
representation can also function as deterritorialising.
(https://newmaterialistscartographies.wikispaces.com/Transversality)
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(https://newmaterialistscartographies. wikispaces. com/Transversality)




